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Appendix 1: Glossary 
 

This glossary is not meant to be exhaustive, and it would be beneficial to note that language is 
constantly, though minutely, morphing. 
TERM DEFINITION 

Accountability In the context of racial equity work, accountability refers to the ways in 
which individuals and communities hold themselves to their goals and 
actions and acknowledge the values and groups to which they are 
responsible. 

Ableism Discrimination against persons with mental, emotional, and/or physical 
disabilities; social structures that favor able-bodied individuals. 
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Androgynous 1. A person whose biological sex is not readily apparent, whether 
intentionally or unintentionally. The individual may reflect an 
appearance that is both masculine and feminine, or who appears to be 
neither or both a boy and a girl. 
2. A person whose identity is between the two traditional genders. 
3. A person who rejects gender roles entirely. 

Anglo or Anglo- 
Saxon 

Of or related to the descendants of Germanic peoples (Angles, Saxons, and 
Jutes) who reigned in Britain until the Norman conquest in 1066. Often 
refers to white English-speaking persons of European descent in England 
or North America, not of Hispanic or French origin. 

Anti-Racism Anti-Racism is defined as the work of actively opposing racism by 
advocating for changes in political, economic, and social life. Anti-racism 
tends to be an individualized approach and set up in opposition to 
individual racist behaviors and impacts. 

Anti-Racist A person who identifies and challenges the values, structures and behaviors 
that perpetuate systemic racism. 

Anti-Semitism Hatred, discrimination, hostility, or oppression 
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Barrier Anything that prevents a person from fully taking part in all aspects of 
society, including physical, architectural, information or communications, 
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CIS/Cisgender Referring or relating to people whose sense of personal identity and gender 
corresponds with their birth sex. Often referred to as a cis-male or cis- 
female. 

Classicism Prejudicial thoughts and discriminatory actions based on difference in 
socio- economic status and income, usually referred to as class. Differential 
treatment based on social class or perceived social class. Classism is the 
systematic oppression of subordinated class groups to advantage and 
strengthen the dominant class groups. The systematic assignment of 
characteristics of worth and ability based on social class. “Classism” can 
also be expressed through the use of public policies and institutional 
practices that prevent people from breaking out of poverty rather than 
ensuring equitable economic, social and educational opportunity. 

Coalition A collection of different people or groups, working toward a common goal. 
Color Blind(ness) The belief that everyone should be treated “equally” without respect to 

societal, economic, historical, racial or other differences. No differences are 
seen or acknowledged. 

Communities of 
Color 

A term used primarily in the United States to describe communities of 
people who are not identified as White, emphasizing common experiences 
of racism. 

Covert Racism Expresses racist ideas, attitudes or beliefs in subtle, hidden or secret forms. Often 
unchallenged, this type of racism doesn't appear to be racist because it is 
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Cultural Racism Cultural racism refers to representations, messages and stories conveying 
the idea that behaviors and values associated with white people or 
“whiteness” are automatically “better” or more “normal” than those 
associated with other racially defined groups. Cultural racism shows up in 
advertising, movies, history books, definitions of patriotism, and in policies 
and laws. Cultural racism is also a powerful force in maintaining systems of 
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Ethnicity/Ethnic 
Group 

A social construct that divides people into smaller social groups based on 
characteristics such as shared sense of group membership, cultural heritage, 
values, behavioral patterns, language, political and economic interests, 
history and ancestral geographical base. 
Examples of different ethnic groups are: Cape Verdean, Haitian, African 
American (black); Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese (Asian); Cherokee, 
Mohawk, Navaho (Native American); Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican 
(Latino); Polish, Irish, and Swedish (white). 

ESL (E)nglish as a (S)econd (L)anguage. A term used to describe language 
learning programs in the United States for individuals for whom English is 
not their first or native language. 

Ethnocentrism 
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Gender Identity Refers to all people's internal, deeply felt sense of being a man, woman, both, 
in between, or outside of the gender binary, which may or may not 
correspond with sex assigned at birth. Because Gender identity is internal 
and personally defined, it is not visible to others, which differentiates it from 
gender expression. 

Gender Expression An 
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Intersectionality The idea that various biological, social, and cultural categories-- including 
gender, race, class, ethnicity and social categories-- interact and contribute 
towards systematic social inequality. This concept recognizes that 
individuals: 
1) belong to more than one social category simultaneously and 
2) may experience either privileges or disadvantages on that basis 
depending on circumstances and relationships. 
Exposing [one’s] multiple identities can help clarify the ways in which a 
person can simultaneously experience privilege and oppression. For example, 
a Black woman in America does not experience gender inequalities in 
exactly the same way as a white woman, nor is her racial oppression identical 
to that experienced by a Black man. Each intersection produces a 
qualitatively distinct life. 

Intersex The term “intersex” refers to atypical internal and/or external anatomical sexual 
characteristics, where features usually regarded as male or female may be mixed 
to some degree — such as a person with both ovarian and testicular tissues. Other 
intersex peop;le have a combination of chromosomes that are different than XY 
(usually associated with male) and XX (usually associated with female). And 
some people are born with external genitals that fall into the typical male/female 
categories, but their internal organs or hormones don’t. This is a naturally 
occurring variation in humans and not a medical condition and is distinct from 
transsexuality. 

Inuit The Aboriginal Peoples of Arctic Canada who live primarily in Nunavut, the 
Northwest Territories and northern parts of Labrador and Québec. The word 
Inuit means “people” in the Inuit language – Inuktitut.
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LGBT/LGBTQIA/ 
LGBTA/LGBTIQQ 
, etc. 

LGBTQ: This acronym is an umbrella term used to describe lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, trans, and queer or questioning people. Another common acronym 
used is LGBTQIA, which encompasses intersex and asexual identities, 
although there doesn't seem to be consensus within the intersex or asexual 
communities about wanting to be included in or directly linked to the 
LGBTQ community. An acronym that also encompasses the diversity within 
the Trans and Queer community is LGBTTIQQ2A – Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex, Queer, Questioning, 
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people are less likely to notice/acknowledge racism because they do not live the 
life of a person of color; straight people are less likely to notice/acknowledge 
heterosexism because they do not live the life of a gay/lesbian/bisexual person. 
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Queer Queer is a multi-faceted word that is used in different ways and means different 
things to different people. It can refer to any combination of gender identity and 
sexual orientation. Reclaimed from its earlier negative use, the term is valued by 
some for its defiance, by some because it can be inclusive of the entire 
community, and by others who find it to be an appropriate term to describe their 
more fluid identities. Here are some ways that queer is used today: 
** Due to its varying meanings, this word should only be used when self- 
identifying or quoting someone who self-identifies as queer 
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Saliency The quality of a group identity of which an individual is more conscious, and 
which plays a larger role in that individual's day-to-day life; for example, a man's 
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Structural Racism
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